THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY

CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON

DATE: August 31, 2014
SUBJECT: THE GREAT COMMANDMENT (2): You Shall Love Your Neighbor as Yourself
SCRIPTURES: Matthew 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34; Luke 10:25-28; Exodus 20:1-17; Matthew 7:12; Luke 6:31

AIM: To help the children see that in addition to loving the Lord with our whole heart, we need to love our neighbors as ourselves.

MEMORY VERSES TO CHOOSE FROM: Matthew 22:39; Matthew 7:12; Luke 6:31
REVIEW: Ask the children if they can name the first four of the ten commandments. Can they name the last six commandments? [Fifth: Honor your father and your mother… Sixth: You shall not kill. Seventh: You shall not commit adultery. Eighth: You shall not steal. Ninth: You shall not testify with false testimony against your neighbor. Tenth: You shall not covet…]

BACKGROUND: In past lessons, we have covered the first four commandments that God gave to His people, the children of Israel. Last week, we saw that a lawyer asked the Lord Jesus what the great commandment in the law was. The Lord told him that the great and first commandment was, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” The Lord, however, did not stop there. He continued, “And the second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the prophets” (Matt. 22:36-40). The Lord’s answer was like two sides of a coin: on one side, we should love God, and on the other side, we should love our neighbor. The first four commandments are concerned with loving God. The last six commandments are concerned with loving man (our neighbor).

CONTENT:
I. Who is our neighbor? Our neighbors are not just those who live next door or in our neighborhood. Our neighbors are those near to us or close to us, i.e., those whom God has placed us with. Brothers, sisters, schoolmates, cousins, friends, etc. God wants us to love them.

II. How can we love our neighbor as ourselves?
A. It seems easier to love the Lord, because He is so lovable. But we should realize that loving the Lord and loving our neighbor go together. When we love the Lord with our whole heart, we will automatically have a heart to love our neighbor.

B. Therefore, all that you wish men would do to you, so also you do to them; for this is the law and the prophets (Matthew 7:12). And just as you want men to do to you, do to them likewise (Luke 6:31). To love our neighbor as ourselves simply means respecting others and regarding their needs and desires as highly as we regard our own. It helps if we consider how we would like to be treated, or not treated, and then treat others in the same way. Some examples:

1. We like it when others…

· are merciful to us, so we should be merciful to others.
· are kind to us, so we should be kind to others.
· respect us, so we should respect others.

· understand us, so we should try to understand others.

· forgive us when we do something wrong to them, so we should forgive others when they do something wrong to us.

· let us go first in line, so we should let others go first in line.

· let us play with their toys/games, so we should let others play with our toys/games.
· are friendly to us, so we should be friendly to others.

· help us when we ask them for help, so we should help others when they ask us for help.

· share their things with us, so we should share our things with others.

· pleasantly greet us, so we should pleasantly greet others.

2. We don’t like it when others…

· are mean to us, so we should not be mean to others.
· exclude us from an activity, so we should not exclude others from activities.

· always grab the biggest slice of pizza, so we should not have it in our heart to grab the biggest slice of pizza.

· tell lies, so we should not tell lies.

· say things behind our back, so we should not say things behind others’ backs.
· make fun of us (our clothes, our parents, our names, etc.), so we should not make fun of others.

· call us names, so we should not call them names.

· are careless with things we lend them, so we should not be careless with others’ things.
· leave a mess for us, so we should not leave a mess for others.

· take the last of the cookies before we even had any, so we should not take the last of the cookies.

· take our possessions (clothes, toys, games) without our permission, so we should not take their possessions without their permission.

· cheat when they play with us, so we should not cheat when we play with others.

C. To do to others what they do to you does not mean that we treat them the same way they have treated us. For example, if our sister or brother calls us a name, then should we call them the same name? No, it is to treat others the same way you want them to treat you. If someone does mean things to us, we should not retaliate. We should try to be merciful just like we would want them to be merciful to us.


III. The Reward of Loving Our Neighbors. Knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord (Ephesians 6:8a). Whatever good thing we do, we will receive back the same from the Lord, and it will become a reward to us. On the other hand, “…he who does unrighteously will receive what he unrighteously did…Col. 3:25a
APPLICATION: 

· As we love the Lord, we will treat those around us with unselfish love. Also, as we love the Lord, we will love others without any condition. It is not that our neighbors treat us well and then we love them. Even if they don’t love us, or don’t treat us well, we should love them. The Lord tells us that we should even love our enemies (Matt. 5:44; Luke 6:27, 35). 
· One of the best ways to love our neighbors is to tell them about the Lord Jesus. We should ask the Lord to put such a love and care in our hearts that all those around us will come to know Him and be brought into His house.

Adapted from the Church in New York City Children’s Meeting lessons: 6/24/94; 8/17/08 
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