THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY

CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON
DATE: May 17, 2015
SUBJECT: PROPHETS AND KINGS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT: Elisha (3)—The Poisonous Stew, Twenty Loaves of Bread, and the Ax Head
SCRIPTURE: 2 Kings 4:38-44; 6:1-7 
AIM: To show the children that the Lord cares for us in all things great and small. We should also care for others in things great and small. 
SUGGESTED MEMORY VERSES: 1 Peter 5:7 (Casting all your anxiety on Him because it matters to Him concerning you.); Philippians 4:6 (In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;); Luke 16:10 (He who is faithful in the least is faithful also in much…)  
SUGGESTED SONGS: 31 (Surely He Will Care for You); 2204 BSS Matthew Vol. 2, #4 (Every Little Hair); 4610 BSS Matthew Vol 1, #19 (My Father Knows Before I Ask); 172 (Why Worry When You Can Pray); 9204 BSS David #4 (Honor, Honor); 4300 BSS Matthew Vol. 2, #22 (Learn How to be Faithful Today)
BACKGROUND: For the past two weeks, we have been talking about the prophet Elisha. He helped a widow who had only a little oil left in her house. He raised a boy from the dead and he healed Naaman of leprosy. This week, we will continue to see the work of Elisha.

CONTENT: 
Nullifying the Poison of the Wild Gourds with Flour (2 Kings 4:38-41). After Elisha raised the Shunammite woman’s boy from the dead, he returned to Gilgal where there was a famine in the land. The followers of Elisha sat before him and he asked his attendant to boil some stew in a big pot for them. Then someone went out to the field to gather herbs for the stew. While he was outside, he found a wild vine from which he gathered some wild gourds. (A gourd is a hard shelled fruit whose dried shell can be used to make bowls, etc.) And he cut them up and put them in the stew even though they did not know what they were.  And when the followers of Elisha began to eat the stew, they cried out and said, “O man of God, there is poison in the pot.” They could not eat the stew because it was poisonous. So Elisha asked them to bring some flour to him and he threw it into the pot and said, “Pour it out for the people that they may eat.” After that, it was no longer poisonous.  Elisha was able to use flour to neutralize the poison from the wild gourds!
Feeding One Hundred People with Twenty Loaves of Bread and Fresh Grain (2 Kings 4:42-44). One day, a man came from Baal-shalishah and brought to Elisha bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley, and fresh ears of grain in his sack. And Elisha said, “Give it to the people that they may eat.” His servant replied, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” He must have wondered how one hundred people could be fed with such little food. But Elisha said, “Give it to the people that they may eat; for thus says Jehovah, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’” So he set it before them; and they ate, and there was some left, according to the word of Jehovah. Can you think of a similar story in the New Testament? 
Causing the Ax Head to Float by Means of a Wooden Stick (2 Kings 6:1-7). This next story is most unusual. One day, the followers of Elisha said to him, “The place here where we dwell before you is too narrow for us. Let us go to the Jordan and each take a beam from there, and let us make for ourselves a place there, where we may dwell.” And when they came to the Jordan, they began cutting down the trees. But as one of them was cutting the tree, the head of the ax fell into the water; and he cried out and said, “Alas, my master! It was borrowed.” So Elisha asked him where it had fallen. After the man showed him, Elisha cut down a stick and threw it in the water. This caused the iron ax head to float and the man was able to retrieve the ax head. Do you know why this was a miracle? Iron is very heavy. Solid iron is denser than water and will sink. Yet Elisha was able to make it float!  
SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM: 
· God cares for each one of us in a detailed way. It may have seemed insignificant to others that the ax head was lost. But to the one who had lost it, it was very important, especially because it was borrowed and he had to make sure he returned it to the owner. Importantly, he knew to cry out to Elisha for help. Do you ever feel that God may be too busy to care for a child like you among so many other people in this world? Actually, God cares for each one of us in a very detailed way. God has even numbered the hairs on our head! Nothing is too small or unimportant for us to bring to the Lord in prayer; in fact, He loves to hear us pray to Him. Can you give an example of a time when you prayed to the Lord about something that was important to you? (For example: praying to the Lord about passing an exam, or finding a lost toy, or finding your homework?) 
· We should also take care of others by taking care of borrowed items. If others are generous and share their toys with us, we should not be reckless in playing with them; rather, we should handle with care. For example, when we finish with a board game, we should ensure that all the pieces are neatly put back in their place before returning it to the owner. (How might you feel if you let your friend borrow your game, and it was returned to you broken or with pieces missing? Wouldn’t you feel sad and unhappy?) Or if we need to borrow a pen or umbrella from someone, we should try to return it in a timely manner so we do not forget to return it. (How might you feel if you had lent someone your favorite pen and they lost it or forgot to return it to you?) One good way to show honor to others is to take care of their belongings when we borrow from them.  
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