THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY

CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON
DATE: June 21, 2015 – revised
SUBJECT: PROPHETS AND KINGS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT: Hezekiah—King of Judah 
SCRIPTURE: 2 Kings 18:1-8, 13-37; 19:1-37; 20:1-21; 2 Chronicles 32:24-26
AIM: To help the children realize that we should guard against pride in our hearts. We need to be humble and put our trust in the Lord in all that we do—while we are young and throughout all our days.
SUGGESTED MEMORY VERSES TO CHOOSE FROM: 1 Peter 5:5 (In like manner, younger men, be subject to elders; and all of you gird yourselves with humility toward one another, because God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.); Proverbs 16:18 (Pride goes before destruction, / And a haughty spirit before a fall.); James 4:6b (…God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.)

SUGGESTED SONGS: 3104 (He is the King); 9317 BSS Daniel Song 17 (On Top of My Palace); 12 (Reign Lord!); 32 (Trust in the Lord); 107 (He is Lord); 146 (I Want the Lord to Have the First Place in My Heart); 2204 BSS Matthew Vol. 2 Song 5 (Every Little Hair); 3413 (I Must Have Jesus)
APPROACH: Ask the children to name some things that they are good at doing. Examples: Drawing, running, soccer, math, writing, etc. Alternatively, ask the children if they own something that they like to show their friends. Examples: A very special toy, new sneakers or a beautiful dress.  

BACKGROUND: In the past few lessons, we have been learning about some of the kings and prophets in the Bible. One of the kings we heard about was Joash, a young king who started off very well under the guidance of advisors who feared the Lord but did not end well because he turned away from their advice. Today, we will learn about a king named Hezekiah, who also started off as a very good king but did not end well because of pride in his heart.
Note to teachers: Please pray and consider how much detail to give.  For younger children, we can skip some details.
CONTENT:
Hezekiah’s Prosperity (2 Kings 18:1-8). Out of all the kings of Judah and Israel, the one considered the best was Hezekiah. Hezekiah was 25 years old when he became king and he reigned for 29 years in Jerusalem. Hezekiah did some very important things that pleased God.  Hezekiah removed the places of idol worship, destroyed the idols and even broke some in pieces. He clung to Jehovah and did not turn away from following Him but kept His commandments and trusted in Him. The Bible says that after him there was no one like him among all the kings of Judah, nor anyone who was before him. Jehovah was with Hezekiah, and everywhere he went, he prospered. 
The Attacking and Challenging of Sennacherib King of Assyria (2 Kings 18:13—19:37). Sennacherib, king of Assyria was trying to expand the Assyrian Empire by conquering and controlling surrounding cities. Sennacherib invaded all the fortified cities of Judah and overtook them. Hezekiah king of Judah subjected himself to Sennacherib and paid a large tax that Sennacherib imposed on him. Hezekiah paid him quite a great amount of silver and gold from the temple of Jehovah and the treasuries of the king's house (18:14-16). Hezekiah even stripped gold from the temple doors to pay the tax. Sennacherib continued to challenge Hezekiah sending his chief commanders to insult him and speak against God saying, “Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria: Thus says the king, Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, because he is not able to deliver you out of my hand. Neither let Hezekiah cause you to trust in Jehovah, saying, Jehovah will surely deliver us, and this city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.” (vv. 28-30) 
This was not a good situation for Hezekiah. Hezekiah went to Isaiah the prophet of God. Isaiah told him that Jehovah would cause the king of Assyria to return to his land and to fall by the sword in his own land (19:1-7). Hezekiah went up to the temple of Jehovah, and prayed to Jehovah, asking for salvation (vv. 14-19). Jehovah answered Hezekiah through Isaiah the prophet, and assured him that Jerusalem would be preserved. (vv. 20-34). In that night an angel of Jehovah went out and killed the Assyrians’ camp of 185,000, and Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and went back to dwell in Nineveh.  So God answered Hezekiah’s prayer to be saved from the hand of the Assyrian king.

The Healing of Jehovah (2 Kings 20:1-11). There was a time when Hezekiah became very sick, and Jehovah told him through Isaiah the prophet that he was about to die. After hearing that news Hezekiah immediately prayed to Jehovah saying, “O Jehovah, please remember how I have walked before You in truth and with a perfect heart and have done what is good in Your sight.” And Hezekiah even cried many tears as he prayed. Isaiah the prophet had not gone very far from Hezekiah’s house when Jehovah told him to return and tell him, “I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. I will now heal you.” He told Hezekiah that He would add fifteen years to his life and deliver him and Jerusalem from the king of Assyria. Isaiah asked for a cake of figs to be placed on a sore that Hezekiah had and he was healed. (v. 7). Hezekiah wanted a sign, and Jehovah gave him a sign—the shadow which had descended on the steps of Ahaz went backward ten steps (vv. 8-11).
The Failure of Hezekiah (2 Kings 20:12-19). After Hezekiah recovered from his severe illness, the king of Babylon sent letters and a gift to Hezekiah because of his recovery (v. 12). Hezekiah showed those from Babylon his entire treasury and his armory and everything found among his treasures. There was nothing in his house or in all his dominion that he did not show them (v. 13). Because of what Hezekiah did, he was condemned by God through His prophet Isaiah. Isaiah told him that the days were now coming when everything that was in his house and that his fathers had laid up as a treasure would be carried away to Babylon and nothing would be left. 
SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM: 
· We can learn from a young age to trust in the Lord.  When Hezekiah first became king, he trusted in the Lord, clung to Him and obeyed all of His commandments. Later, when the Assyrians threatened Hezekiah, he again trusted in the Lord and prayed. Still later, when he became so sick that he almost died, he again prayed to the Lord. We should have a heart like Hezekiah seeking to please the Lord in everything that we do. We should put our trust and confidence in the Lord in good times and in bad by remembering to pray.
· We should not be proud of what the Lord has given to us.  When some representatives of the king of Babylon came to visit, Hezekiah “showed off” and displayed all his treasury and kingdom. It seems that his success and prosperity caused him to forget that it was the Lord who had given him so much and who had done so much for him. We can learn from Hezekiah’s experience. God made us all differently—some are fast runners, others are strong readers, others are quick at math, others are talented musically, others are naturally popular; but in these areas (and others) we should learn to help others and learn from others, not brag or boast about our strengths. At school we may hear kids say to each other “You don’t know that?” or “This is soooo easy.” Instead of encouraging one another, children “put down” each other, either with words, actions, or attitudes. Instead of showing off, we need to appreciate others, acknowledge our own weaknesses, and be willing to accept help. 

· We should worship only God and not have any idols.  For older children: Hezekiah broke in pieces the bronze serpent made by Moses that Hezekiah called Nehushtan (meaning "a piece of bronze"). Moses, according to God’s instructions, had made that bronze serpent in order to rescue the people from death. However, in their superstition the children of Israel eventually regarded the bronze serpent as an idol and even burned incense to it, and for this reason Hezekiah broke it in pieces. Many good and harmless things can become an idol if we regard that object in a superstitious way. For example some people think they will be protected if they sleep with the Bible under their pillow or by their bed. That kind of belief is making the Bible an idol.  

Adapted from the Church in New York City Children’s meeting lessons: 8/24/80; 8/31/80; 5/26/96; 5/30/03; 6/13/10
20150621 Prophets & Kings - Hezekiah - revised
Page 1 of 2







