Lesson 21: Proper Humanity – Truthful (2)
Note: The practical applications provided in this lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications. 

Verse:
“…and we also testify, and you know that our testimony is true.” (3 John 12b)
Focus:
If we are people who always tell the truth, people will believe what we say. 

Story: 
Once upon a time in China there was a boy who loved growing flowers. He took great care to tend and care for his garden. The Emperor also had a garden of his own and loved to watch the flowers blooming in it. The Emperor had no children. This meant that he had no heir—no one to rule for him after he died. This made him very sad. One day while he was walking in his garden the Emperor thought of a way to find an heir for himself. He called all the children in China to come to the palace one day. He would choose one of them to be his heir! Each child was given one seed. The Emperor told them to take care of the seed and in a few months bring back whatever had grown. The boy used good, healthy soil and planted his seed in a beautiful pot. He faithfully watered it and watched for the day when it would begin to grow into a beautiful flower. But no matter what he did, the seed never sprouted. When the boy went to the palace on the special day chosen by the Emperor, he was filled with sadness. When he saw all the other children coming with beautiful flowers he felt even worse! Each child’s pot had a more lovely flower than the last! When the boy went before the Emperor he bowed his head and said he was sorry for failing and not growing a flower. But the Emperor’s face was full of joy! He told the boy that HE would be the heir of the kingdom. The Emperor had boiled all the seeds before giving them out to the children, and a boiled seed cannot grow. The Emperor knew that he could trust this child with his kingdom because he would always be honest. 
Practical Application:
If we always tell the truth, others will know that they can believe what we say. God wants us to be people who will be honest even when others around us are not. 
Songs: #9536 (BSS Vessels Unto Honor #10 Speak Truth); #9522 (BSS Vessels Unto Honor #2 Everything We Do and Say); #9521 (BSS Vessels Unto Honor #1 A Child Has Joy); #11 (O Be Careful); #9432 (BSS The Bible #32 Your Word is Truth); #4308 (Lying Lips); #54 (God Knows Everything)
NY Version 2016 – These lessons are used with permission from the church in Irvine, and have been further edited by us for our use with preschoolers and early elementary school children in the church in New York City. 


