THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY

CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON

DATE: January 31, 2016
SUBJECT: JESUS MEETS MAN’S NEEDS: The Healing of the Blind Man
SCRIPTURE: John 9:1-38
AIM: To show the children that the Lord Jesus healed a blind man, and that the Lord wants us all to believe in Him and obey His Word. 

SUGGESTED MEMORY VERSES: Psalms 146:8a (Jehovah opens the eyes of the blind;…); John 12:46 (I have come as a light into the world, that everyone who believes into Me would not remain in darkness.); Psalms 119:105 (Your word is a lamp to my feet / And a light to my path.); Acts 17:27 (That they might seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, even though He is not far from each one of us.); Matthew 5:8 (Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.)
SUGGESTED SONGS: 24 (He’s Able); 25 (I Believe God); 20 (All Things Are Possible When We Believe); 110 (Jesus Can Do Anything; suggestion—add stanza that says “Jesus made the blind man see, the blind man see, the blind man see…He is the Son of God.”); 70 (Thy Word is a Lamp unto my Feet); 3422 (I Will Trust in God’s Word); 69 (Thy Word Have I Hid in My Heart); 68 (The Word of God); 1314 (Amazing Grace; Hymn 313)
APPROACH: Ask the children to close their eyes and imagine being blind, not able to see anyone or anything with no hope of ever seeing their parents, brothers or sisters, or friends. They would not be able to see the beautiful things in nature, colors, plants or animals.
CONTENT: 
Opening the Eyes of the Man Born Blind. One day when the Lord Jesus was in Jerusalem, He saw a man who was born blind. Thinking that this man or his parents must have sinned, the disciples asked the Lord, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man, or his parents, that he would be born blind?” The disciples thought maybe this man was born blind as a punishment. But Jesus answered, “Neither has this man sinned, nor his parents, but he was born so, that the works of God might be manifested in him.” This man’s condition was about to give the Lord another opportunity to perform a miracle. After the Lord spoke, He spat on the ground, and made clay of the spit and the dirt. He used the clay to anoint the blind man’s eyes. Then He said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.” The man went and washed, just as the Lord told him to do, and he was able to see! This was amazing! No one had ever been able to open the eyes of the blind man!
After he was able to see, some neighbors and those who previously saw him as a beggar were not sure if it was him or not. They said, “Is not this the one who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” So the man let everyone know that it really was him. He said, “I am the one.” 
Then they asked him, “How then were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ I went therefore and washed, and I received my sight.” And they said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.” So they brought the man who once had been blind to the Pharisees. (The Pharisees were very strict in following the law of Moses and they considered themselves better than others in how they lived. They were very proud, thinking that others did not know as much about the Scriptures. )
Persecuted by the Religious Pharisees. The day on which the Lord Jesus had made the clay and opened the eyes of the blind man was a Sabbath day, a day that according to Jewish law, was a day of rest. No one was supposed to do any work on that day. Therefore, the Pharisees also asked the man how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Then some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” The people did not agree. So the Pharisees asked the man who was once blind what he thought about the One who opened his eyes. They asked him again, “What do you say about Him, in that He opened your eyes?” The man said, “He is a prophet.” 
The Jews then did not believe that he had been born blind and had received his sight, so they called for his parents to ask them if he really was born blind. The man’s parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. But how he now sees, we do not know; or who opened his eyes, we do not know. Ask him; he is of age; he will speak for himself.” His parents said these things because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone confessed Him to be the Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. This is why his parents said, “He is of age; question him.” So they called the man who had been born blind a second time, and said to him, “Give glory to God; we know that this man is a sinner.” The man answered, “Whether or not He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing that I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” Then they said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He answered them, “I told you already and you did not hear. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become His disciples?” Then they reviled him, speaking to him in a very mean way, “You are His disciple; but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He is from.” The man answered and said to them, “Why here is an amazing thing, that you do not know where He is from, and yet He opened my eyes! We know that God does not hear sinners, but if anyone is God-fearing and does His will, He hears him. Since time began it has never been heard that anyone opened the eyes of one born blind. If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.” They answered and said to him, You were wholly born in sins, and you are teaching us?” And they cast him out.

Believing into the Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus heard that they cast him out, and He found him and said, “Do you believe into the Son of God?” The man answered, “And who is He, Lord, that I may believe into Him?” The Lord Jesus said to him “You have both seen Him and He is the One speaking with you.” The man said, “Lord, I believe.”  And he worshipped Him.

SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM:
· We need to obey the Lord’s Word. After the Lord Jesus made the clay out of His spit and dirt, and anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, He told him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam. The man who was once blind obeyed the Lord’s Word. What if he decided not to listen and refused to go wash? Then he would still have been blind! But thankfully, He listened and obeyed the Lord’s Word, and came away seeing! When we hear the Words of the Bible, we need to obey. Ask the children: Can you think of some of the words in the Bible that we need to obey? Examples: obeying our parents, telling the truth and not lying, not stealing, etc. 
· We need to have a soft, believing heart. When the Pharisees and other people saw that the eyes of the man who was once blind had been opened, they should have believed right away that Jesus is God. Some did believe. But some of them did not. Instead, their hearts were hard and they became mean and reviled the blind man. At this point, the Pharisees became particularly mean and reviled the Lord Himself! Like the blind man, we should have a soft, believing heart toward the Lord. When the Lord asked, “Do you believe into the Son of God?” the blind man answered, “And who is He, Lord, that I may believe into Him?” When Jesus told the man that He was the One speaking with him, the man believed right away. He said, “Lord, I believe” and then he worshipped the Lord. When we hear about the Lord from our parents or from the teachers in children’s meeting, we should have listening ears and a soft, believing heart.
· For older children: The Lord is able to heal our inward blindness. When we hear and read the Word of God, He can enlighten our understanding and change our way of thinking. Perhaps at school, some children think it is “cool” to be rebellious against their parents or talk back to the teacher, or “cool” to tell dirty jokes or lies. Some may even think sinful things are okay. Our conscience should feel bothered by this kind of behavior. We belong to God, and by knowing God’s Word, we can see that those things are wrong, sinful and defiling. May the Lord open our eyes to see what is right and wrong.
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