Children’s Work Lessons: “God is…”


Lesson 1: God is the Creator
Lesson 2: God Your Creator
Lesson 3: God is Omniscient (Knows all things)
Lesson 4: God is Omnipotent (All-powerful)
Lesson 5: God is Omnipresent (Everywhere)
Lesson 6: God is Love
Lesson 7: God is Light
Lesson 8: God is Holy
Lesson 9: There is Only One God
Lesson 10: God is Righteous
Lesson 11: God is the Eternal God
Lesson 12: God is to be Honored
Lesson 13: God is to be Thanked
Lesson 14: God is Good
Lesson 15: God is the I Am (Jehovah)
Lesson 16: God is Living
Lesson 17: God is True
Lesson 18: God Wants to be Revealed
Lesson 19: God is Merciful
Lesson 20: God is Wise
Lesson 21: God is Compassion
Lesson 22: God is Encouragement
Lesson 23: God is Endurance
Lesson 24: God is Faithful
Lesson 25: God is Forbearing
Lesson 26: God is Grace 
Lesson 27: God is Great
Lesson 28: God is Hope
Lesson 29: God is Impartial
Lesson 30: God is Jealous
Lesson 31: God is Joy
Lesson 32: God is Long-suffering
Lesson 33: God is Peace (1)
Lesson 34: God is Peace (2)
Lesson 35: God is Prudent
Lesson 36: God is Kind
Lesson 37: God is Severe (Strict)


Lesson 1: God is the Creator

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).

Focus: 
God is the Creator. He is the One who created the heavens, with all the stars, and the earth, with all the living things.

Practical Application: Bring pictures of God’s creation and of things made by man. Have the children say which things were created by God and which were made by man.

Song: “Who made the world so big and round?”

Lesson 2: God Your Creator

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“I will praise You, for I am awesomely and wonderfully made…” (Psalm 139:14).
Focus: 
God made us in a special way.
Practical Application: Talk about different parts of our body (eyes, ears, nose, mouth, hands, feet) and how wonderful they are in what they can do.
Song: “Wonderf’ly, Wonderf’ly”; “Why was a cup made?”

Lesson 3: God is Omniscient (Knows all things)

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“But even the hairs of your head are all numbered” (Matthew 10:30).
Focus: 
God knows all things.

Practical Application: Talk about how God knows all about the physical things, the hairs on your head, the numbers of stars in the sky, etc. Ask the children if they know how many stars are in the sky, how many hairs are on their head. God knows the answers to these questions. Bring a clear container filled with jelly beans (or another item) and ask the children if they know how many jelly beans are in the container.

Song: “My Father knows before I ask, He knows just what I need.”

Lesson 4: God is Omnipotent (All-powerful)

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“It is He who made the earth by His power” (Jeremiah 51:15a).

Focus: 
God is so powerful that He created the universe.

Practical Application: Talk to the children about how a plant sprouts. For us it takes a lot of work to help fruits and vegetables to grow. But God only had to say a word (Gen. 1:11). Bring pictures (waves, waterfall, wind, etc.) of things in God’s creation which show God’s power.

Lesson 5: God is Omnipresent (Everywhere)

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“Where shall I go, away from Your Spirit, And where shall I flee from Your presence?” (Psalm 139:7).

Focus: 
God is everywhere.

Practical Application: Ask the children, “Can your parents be in two rooms at the same time? What if you need your mom and your brother or sister needs her at the same time? Can your teachers be everywhere in the classroom to help all the children at the same time?” Our God is everywhere and He can help us wherever we are. 

Lesson 6: God is Love

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“God is love” (1 John 4:8b).

Focus: 
God loves all the little children of the world.
Practical Application: Bring a book about children from around the world. Although children come from different countries, speak different languages, dress up differently, have different hair, eye, and skin colors, each one is special to God and God loves them just as God loves you.

Songs:
“Jesus’ love is sweet and wonderful.”

 
“Jesus loves the little children.”

“Jesus loves me, this I know.”

Lesson 7: God is Light

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“And God said, Let there be light; and there was light” (Genesis 1:3).

Focus: 
God is light and He created light for us to see, move, and live. Light is very important for without it, plants, animals and men cannot survive. 

Practical Application: Try walking around a room with the lights off. Then turn the lights on. See the difference? Talk about the plants. What happens if there is no light?  

Songs:
“God said, ‘Let there be light.’”

“The earth became as dark as night…. “

“The sun, the moon, the stars for light….” (Hymns, Jr. #23 stanzas 2 & 4)

Lesson 8: God is Holy

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:
Verse: 
“There is none holy like Jehovah…” (1 Samuel 2:2a).

Focus: 
There is no one else like God. He is holy, that is, unique, set apart, uncommon, different from everything else in a special way.
Practical Application: Show examples of things that are “special” or “different.” Set out several dirty, old pennies, and one bright, shiny, new penny; or some dirty, rough rocks, and one shiny, smooth stone. 

Lesson 9: There is Only One God

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:
Verse: 
“I am Jehovah and there is no one else; Besides Me there is no God…” (Isaiah 45:5a).
Focus: 
There is only one God—Jesus Christ. Other things are not God.  Other people are not God.  Only Jesus Christ is God. 

Approach: Ask the children to think of something where there is only ONE.  For example, how many people can they call “Mommy” or “Daddy?”  There is only ONE person they can call their mom or dad.   There is only ONE earth, ONE sun in our solar system.  In the whole universe, there is only ONE God.  

Story suggestion: Based on Daniel chapter 3.  It is not necessary to mention all the details to the children.  We can mention that there was a king a long, long time ago named Nebuchadnezzar.  He made a huge statue, and wanted everyone to bow down to it.  But is that statue God?  NO!  There were three people -- Hananiah, Azariah and Mishael -- who knew the REAL GOD and refused to bow down to the statue.  (Note that Daniel chapter 3 uses the Babylonian names, but we should let the children know their given Hebrew names.)  They got in a lot of trouble for not bowing down to the statue, but God took care of them. There is only ONE real God.  

Song suggestions : “Our God is living” (from Daniel CD); “Daniel, Hananiah” (from Daniel CD); #25 I believe God; #154 Blessed be the name; All things came into being through Him (from God’s Design CD); #107 He is Lord; “Let the Name of God be Blessed” (from Daniel CD)

Craft idea:  A large paper cutout of the number ONE on one side, and the word GOD on the other side, mounted on a popsicle stick or hung as a sign.  Children can decorate with glitter glue, paint or stickers.

Lesson 10: God is Righteous

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“And you shall do that which is right and good in the sight of Jehovah so that it may go well with you…” (Deuteronomy 6:18a).

Focus: 
Whatever God does is right; to be righteous means that God is right in what He does. If God makes a rule, then that rule is right and God follows that rule. If God says something is wrong, then it is wrong. 

Practical Application: Doing the right thing vs. doing the wrong thing game. Come up with 10 scenarios and ask the children what would be the right/wrong thing to do. For example, if someone dropped a dollar out of his pocket, is it right for us to keep it or for us to give it back to that person?

Song suggestions: 


#10 Inside me; #4 Be careful what you do; #11 Oh, be careful, little eyes

Lesson 11: God is the Eternal God 

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“… the eternal God, Jehovah, The Creator of the ends of the earth…” (Isaiah 40:28b).

Focus: 
God is eternal, He has no beginning—God does not have a birthday and no one made God. Everyone and everything has been made by God. He has always existed and will always exist. He will never stop existing.

Practical Application: Ask the children how old they are, and when is their birthday.  But God has no birthday!  He has no “age.”  He always existed and will always exist.  Bring physical objects (or pictures) and have children name the maker to demonstrate that everyone and everything has a source.  They can help look for the label in their jackets or shoes showing what company made something.  Point out things in the room and their source.  But no one made God!

Song suggestions: “Who, Who, Who Was There?” (God’s Design CD); “Let the Name of God be Blessed” (Daniel CD); #126 Yesterday, today, forever, Jesus is the same.

Lesson 12: God is to be Honored

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“…for those who honor Me I will honor…” (1 Samuel 2:30b).


Focus: 
We should honor God because He is God and He loves and cares for us. 

Practical Application: When we honor someone, we treat that person with the highest respect.  How can we honor God and others around us?  Give the children one or two examples, and then let them come up with some other examples in various contexts suggested below:

· Children’s meeting: We can honor God in children’s meeting. For example, when we sing to God, we should sing with our whole heart and not be talking or playing with our friends.   When we pray, we should pray to God in a serious and respectful way and not fool around or joke.

· At our home: When a guest comes to our house, we can honor them by coming to the door to greet them, rather than continuing to play with our toys.  We can also help our parents give them something to eat or drink.

· At someone else’s home:  We should honor the person who invited us.  We should not touch things in their home or go to other rooms without asking.  We should clean up instead of leaving the toys or our dishes a mess.

· At school: We should honor God by doing the right thing, even when our friends are doing something wrong.  For instance, some may take the name of the Lord in vain, but we should not adopt this kind of behavior.

Song: 
“Honor, honor, honor.” (BSS David CD - Song #4)

"I'd like to honor you, what can I do for you" (BSS David CD - Song #19)

"Let's honor with manners" (BSS David CD  - Song #25)

Lesson 13: God is to be Thanked

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“It is good to give thanks to Jehovah…” (Psalms 92:1a).  Alternate verse: “In everything give thanks;…” (1 Thessalonians 5:18a)

Focus: 
We should have a thankful and appreciative heart towards God because everything and everyone around us is given to us from God.
Approach: Use illustrations or photographs of things made by God that we love and for which we should be thankful to Him (e.g. strawberries, sunshine, etc).   

Story Suggestion: (Luke 17:11-19) As Jesus entered into a village one day, ten men who were very, very sick (they had a sickness called leprosy and there was no cure for it), stood at a distance and met the Lord.  They raised their voice, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”  They wanted the Lord to heal them of this terrible sickness.  Jesus was able to heal them.  He told them to go and show themselves to the priests, and as they went, they were cleansed.  But after all ten were healed, only ONE person returned to thank the Lord.

Suggested Applications: What if our parents provide us with food for dinner that we don’t like?  Do we complain or are we thankful that our parents are giving us something healthy to eat?  

What if we receive a gift that we don’t like?  Do we complain or are we thankful that someone was kind enough to give us a gift?  
Songs:
“Good morning, Lord Jesus.”

“Always rejoice.”

“This is the day.”

“Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children.”

Lesson 14: God is Good

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse:
“Give thanks to Jehovah, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is forever” (Psalms 136:1).

Focus: 
God is good because He is kind and cares for us. God is good because He knows our needs and provides for them. 
Practical Application: God gave us food because He knows that we get hungry. God gave us parents because He knows we need them to protect us, keep us safe, and love us. Have the children name some good things that God gives us.

Song: 
“God is so good.”

Lesson 15: God is the I Am (Jehovah)

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“And God said to Moses, I AM WHO I AM. And He said, Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, I AM has sent me to you” (Exodus 3:14) - memorize the underlined.

Focus: 
God’s name is Jehovah, which means, I am Who I am. God’s name being I am means that He just exists. Everyone and everything exists because of someone but no one helped God exist or made God exist. Emphasize the self-existing aspect of God.

Practical Application: Talk about one of their toys. Does it just always exist or does it exist because someone has made it?  Ask the children.  Did they always exist?  Everything, except God, has a beginning.  

Lesson 16: God is Living

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“The living God, who made heaven and earth and the sea and all things in them” (Acts 14:15b).

Focus: 
God is living and we can see this reflected in the living things He created. Because God is living, the earth is filled with many living things. 

Practical Application: Have the children name ten things that are living. Show pictures or short video clips of animals that are full of life, like a puppy or kitten. 

Song: “Our God is living.” (Bible Story Songs Daniel CD)

Lesson 17: God is True

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verses: 
“But Jehovah is the true God; He is the living God” (Jeremiah 10:10a).

       
“…serve a living and true God” (1 Thessalonians 1:9b). 

Focus: 
Our God is true and living. He is real and genuine, not fake or pretend.
Practical Application: Give several illustrations to compare what is true and what is fake, like real dollar bills and pretend paper money (which one can you use to buy things at the grocery store?); a toy fire truck versus a real one (which one can really spray water and put out fire?). God is not pretend or fake. He is true and living. 

Lesson 18: God Wants to be Revealed

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“For the invisible things of Him...have been clearly seen since the creation of the world” (Romans 1:20a).

Focus: 
God has revealed Himself to us through creation. When we look at the things around us we can see what God is like and they tell us there must be a God who made all these things. Example: God is a loving and caring God who provides light, water and food for us to live. 

Practical Application: Have the children name things in creation that reveal what God is like. What things are big, mighty, or beautiful; what gives light? Bring in a real flower or plant; show the children what beauty is. Bring other real objects to show forth God’s attributes. 

Lesson 19: God is Merciful

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall be shown mercy” (Matt. 5:7). 

Focus: 
God is full of mercy. God will do things for us even if we do not deserve it.

Practical Application: Give an example of a time when a parent shows mercy to a child.  For example, a child might receive $1 each week for doing his/her chores on time.  One week the child might forget to do the chores on time.  The child deserves to be punished and not receive $1 for that week.  The child’s parents might show mercy by allowing the child to do their chores and still receive 50 cents instead of a $1.

Lesson 20: God is Wise

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:
Verse:   
“To the only wise God through Jesus Christ, to Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen”  (Rom. 16:27).
Focus: 
God is wise.  He knows how to do everything in the best way.

Practical Application: God designed our body in the best way.  Our eyes were placed above our nose—this shows God’s wisdom so that we wouldn’t sneeze into our eyes.   God was wise to give us knees so that we could bend our legs--it would be very difficult to climb stairs without knees.  God also made us with a mind to know Him and a heart to love Him.

Song:  I’m so wonderf’lly made.   

Lesson 21: God is Compassion

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verses: 
“Remember Your compassions, O Jehovah, / And Your acts of kindness, for they are from of old” (Psalm 25:6).


“Jehovah is gracious and righteous, / Indeed our God is compassionate” (Psalm 116:5).

Focus: 
Because God is compassion, He has an inward feeling of pity when we are in distress and desires to help us and save us from our distress.

Practical Application: If you are walking in the park and find a baby bird that has fallen out of its nest, how would you feel? Could you walk away? Most likely you would feel sorry for the baby bird. You would feel concerned that it cannot fly or find food. You would want to find a way to return the baby bird to its nest so that its mother could help it. Something in you does not want to walk away until you have helped the baby bird.  All these feelings are feelings of compassion. God has these same feelings when He sees us in need.

Lesson 22: God is Encouragement

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse:
“Be strong, and let your heart be encouraged, all you who hope in Jehovah” (Psalm 31:34).

Focus:
Our heart is encouraged when we hope in Jehovah. Sometimes when things are difficult we become discouraged and we want to give up. Our God encourages us to not give up.

Practical Application: It is not easy to learn new things. For some it is hard learning to tie shoelaces or to hit a baseball. When we find things difficult to do we want to give up, but our parents or coach will encourage us to keep trying and not give up. God is the same. He encourages us to keep trusting in Him and to not give up.

Lesson 23: God is Endurance

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse:
“Now the God of endurance and encouragement…” (Romans 15:5a).

Focus:
Endurance means to persist, to not give up when something becomes difficult. God is a God of endurance. He does not give up and He never fades away. He is always there!

Practical Application: How many times have we started a chore or our homework and have given up before we finish? Sometimes when we are asked to tidy our room we might begin enthusiastically to tidy our room, but begin to tire after 5 minutes when we see how much more work we still need to do to get our room tidy. When God starts something, He finishes it and He never fades or tires.

Lesson 24: God is Faithful

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:
Verse:
“But the Lord is faithful…” (2 Thessalonians 3:3 a).

Focus:
What does faithful mean?  It means you do what you’re supposed to do.  God is faithful.  He cares for us and He is always faithful to provide us with what we need (not necessarily what we want). If we need something, we should ask God to provide it for us. 

Suggested Practical Applications to Choose From:  

(1) Every morning, the sun comes up, and every night, the sun goes down.  What if God forgot to make the sun come up one day?  That would not happen because God is faithful.  (Matthew 5:45b “…because He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends rain on the just and the unjust.”)

(2) Do you have a pet?  Do you know anyone with pets?  What do pets need?  [Food, water, etc.]  If we have a pet, such as a puppy or fish, we need to be faithful to feed and care for it. Sometimes we may forget to feed the puppy or take it out for a walk. We forget because we are not faithful. God never forgets because He is faithful.

(3) Ask the children – “What chores do you have at home?”  Cleaning up your toys after you play?  Feeding a pet?  Helping to set the table?  Bringing your dish to the sink after you eat?  Folding your pajamas?  Do you always do your chore or do you sometimes forget?  

Song Suggestions: #64 Every Promise in the Bible is Mine; #57 He Cannot Fail; BSS God’s Design CD Song #10 “You Are Mindful of Man”; BSS God’s Design CD Song #9 “God is so Good to Me!”
Lesson 25: God is Forbearing

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“Let your forbearance be known to all men….” (Philippians 4:5a).

Focus: 
What does forbearing mean?  To be forbearing is to show reasonableness and consideration when dealing with others.  It is to be gentle, lenient, sweetly reasonable.  (Depending on the ages of the children, we can use other words the children can understand easily, such as being “kind” and “nice” and “patient.”) God is forbearing and we should be forbearing with others.
Suggested Practical Applications to Choose From: 

(1) What are you good at doing?  Drawing?  Playing ball?  Building blocks?  Coloring?  What if another child comes to play together with you, and they’re not as good at doing what you do?  Perhaps the other child would like to build blocks together but they seem to be messing up your building.  Do you get upset with them or do you try to help them?  We should be nice to them.  If you are nice to them, that is being forbearing.

(2) Did you ever break something that belonged to someone else?  Maybe you were playing with a toy and then broke it?  Did the other person forgive you or get very upset?  How did you feel?  Maybe we deserved to be punished, but instead the person forgave us.  God is forbearing and forgiving, and we should be that way to other people.

Song Suggestions: Song #19 “When we’re kind to others”; BSS David CD Song #26 “God is Forgiving”

Lesson 26: God is Grace

[SKIP FOR NEW YORK LEVEL ONE]

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse:
“…Jehovah gives grace and glory” (Psalm 84:11).

Focus:
“God is grace” means that God comes to help us when we cannot do what He wants us to do.

Practical Application: At home your parents might ask you to clean up a mess in the living room before guests come over. Sometimes, if the job is too big for us, our parents will come and help us clean up the mess that they asked us to clean up. This is an example of grace. God being grace means that God comes to us to help us do what we cannot do.

Lesson 27: God is Great

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verses:  “For You are great, and You do wondrous deeds; You alone are God” (Psalm 86:10).  Suggested memory verse: “For Jehovah is a great God…” (Psalm 95:3a)
Focus: 
God is great in size and power. There is nothing bigger in this universe than God. Because God is great there is nothing that He cannot do.

Practical Application: 

Compare the sizes of different animals. Which one is the largest? Which one is the most powerful? Ask the children which animal they would consider to be the greatest. Slowly increase the size of the things being compared, from large animals to large buildings, mountains, the Grand Canyon, cities, countries, continent, the earth, etc. Illustrations should be measured according to the kid’s ability to understand the relative size.  Bring photographs or use drawings to help the children understand.  Emphasize that God is so great that He encompasses everything in the universe and He is greater than everything in the universe.

Suggested song: "My God is so great, so strong and so mighty….”

Lesson 28: God is Hope

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:
Verse: 
“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy …” (Romans 15:13a).

Focus: 
God is our hope and He fills us with joy and peace in times of hopelessness.

Practical Application: Tell the story of Daniel’s three friends, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah (Daniel chapter 3)*. Describe how hopeless the situation was and how Daniel’s three friends trusted in God.  King Nebuchadnezzar made a very large gold statue.  He wanted everyone to bow down and worship the idol upon hearing the sound of music.  But Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah refused to worship that gold statue because they knew God was the real God.  Nebuchadnezzar was furious!  He had them thrown into a blazing furnace of fire that had been made extremely hot.  Because God was their hope, the three friends were joyful and at peace, even though they were thrown into the furnace.  [Feel free to give only as much detail as age-appropriate.]

*Note: 
Daniel chapter 3 uses their Babylonian names, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, but we should tell the story using their real Hebrew names.

Suggested Songs: Bible Story Songs Daniel CD #14 “We will Not, Not, Not”; BSS Daniel CD #15 “I See Four Men Walkin’ In the Midst of the Fire”

Craft idea: Cut out of construction paper a frame representing the furnace, four paper men, and use colored tissue paper for fire.

Lesson 29: God is Impartial

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verses: 
“…He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends rain on the just and the unjust” (Matthew 5:45b).

   “And opening his mouth, Peter said, In truth I perceive that God is not a respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34).

Focus: 
God is impartial (fair) to all men; He does not play favorites. God loves and cares for ALL men. We should not judge people based on their appearance, speech, nationality, etc.

Practical Application: Illustrate how we all look a little bit different from one another. Some have short or long hair, some have light hair or dark hair, some are short or tall, etc. Although we all look different, that does not mean that we cannot be friends with each other. We should be warm and friendly to those who appear to be different from us. The illustration can be photos of people with different appearance or stories that illustrate the same point.

Songs: When we’re kind to others; God Made You, God Made Me (Bible Story Songs God’s Design #17); Isaiah Sixty-Four: Eight (Bible Story Songs God’s Design #16)

Craft ideas: (1) Paste onto construction paper various kinds of people cut out from magazines.  (2) Cut out silhouettes of people from construction paper, and let the children decorate and/or draw faces using googly eyes, yarn hair, etc.

Lesson 30: God is Jealous

[NY – SKIP THIS LESSON?]

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse:
“…for I, Jehovah your God, am a jealous God.” (Exodus 20:5)

Focus:
We belong to God. For God to be jealous over us is for Him to want us to love only Him as God and no one else. For God to be jealous over us is also for God to watch over us to guard and protect us so that no one would take us away from Him.

Practical Application: Ask the children to name things that are precious to them. What if there was another child in their neighborhood who liked to steal or break other children’s toys. If they were playing outside one day with their favorite toy, what would they do when they see that mean child coming towards them? Would they just let the child take or break their toy? Would they feel happy if the child took or broke their toy? They would most likely be very watchful and protective of their favorite toy and guard it from being damaged. This means that they are being jealous over their toy. God is also very watchful and protective—jealous—over us. 

Lesson 31: God is Joy

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“… In Your presence is fullness of joy; …” (Psalm 16:11a).


Suggested Memory Verse: “For in Him our heart rejoices, …” (Psalm 33:21a)

Focus: 
Joy is the character of God. God is the God of happiness, joy, and pleasure and not a sullen, joyless God. Our joyful God wants us to be joyful people.

Practical Application: Ask the children what some of their favorite things to do with their parents are,  for example, going to the park or playground, reading books together, playing games, etc.  Point out that it is their parents’ presence that causes those things to be enjoyable.  Those things will not be as enjoyable if we do them by ourselves. Sometimes our parents may not be happy with us because we displease them. But our parents’ desire is to have an enjoyable time with us always. This is also God’s desire for us. 

Suggested Songs: “Happy is that People whose God is the Lord” (#3102);  “Down in my Heart” (#1904); “To Make Happy” (BSS Matthew Vol. 1, Song #14);  
Lesson 32: God is Long-suffering

[NY - SKIP?]

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse:
“Jehovah is long-suffering and great in power” (Nahum 1:3).

Focus:
To be long-suffering is to be patient towards people, even those who persecute you. It is to continue showing kindness to someone with the hope that one day they would be nice to you in return. God is long-suffering because even though many people do not believe in Him or speak bad things about Him, God continues to show kindness to people with the hope that one day they would believe in Him.

Practical Application: On your first day at school you meet many new children in your classroom. At first, one of the children may not be very kind or nice to you. You might decide that they will not be your friend and you would not be kind or nice back to them. That is to NOT be long-suffering. To be long-suffering would be to continue being friendly with that classmate with the hope that one day he or she will become your friend. 

Lesson 33: God is Peace (1)

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verses:
“Now the God of peace be with you all.  Amen.” (Romans 15:33).

“If possible, as far as it depends on you, live in peace with all men” (Romans 12:18).

“Blessed are the peacemakers, …” (Matthew 5:9a)

Focus: 
God is a God of peace. God’s Word shows us how to have peace with God and other people. Like God we can maintain peace with others by using proper words.

Approach: Did you ever fight or argue with your brother or sister?  With your friend?  Do you feel good or bad inside when you fight?  

Practical Application: Give examples of how we can live in peace with others by using words such as “thank you,” “sorry,” and other polite expressions.  We should not use coarse or demeaning language towards another person. Our words can hurt other people’s feelings and cause problems.  If we see our siblings or friends fighting, we can try to help them stop fighting.

Suggested song: BSS Matthew Vol. 1 Song #16 (“Peacemakers, Peacemakers”) 

Lesson 34: God is Peace (2)

[NY – SKIP – combined with God is Peace (1)]
Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen” (Romans 15:33).

Focus: 
 As the God of peace, God brings peace to people. In God’s family there is peace.

Practical Application: Talk about how in a family someone might be the peacemaker between two siblings. Sometimes just the presence of a person walking into a room can cause two people to stop fighting. In God’s family, He is the One who causes peace among the brothers and sisters. This is why we are peaceful when we are with the saints.

Lesson 35: God is Prudent

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“Which He caused to abound to us in all wisdom and prudence,” (Ephesians 1:8).


“A man will be praised according to his prudence, …” (Proverbs 12:8a)

Focus:
Prudence means acting with care for the future. In whatever God does, He acts carefully and thoughtfully. 

Practical Application: We should act carefully when we do certain things. For example, in the kitchen, we have to be prudent or careful not to touch the stove. When we go up stairs, we have to be prudent by holding on to the railing. When we cross the street, we have to be prudent and not run, but hold on to an older person’s hand. 

Possible story suggestion: Talk about the ant being prudent by preparing food while the weather is still good, so that it has food for the winter.  (Proverbs 6:6-8)

Lesson 36: God is Kind

Note: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse: 
“Give thanks to Jehovah, for He is good, / For His lovingkindness is forever;” (1 Chronicles 16:34).
Focus: 
To be kind is to do good things for people out of our love or mercy for them. God is kind because He provides people with what they need to live whether they are good or bad. In His kindness He causes the rain to fall and the sun to shine both on the righteous and the unrighteous (cf. Matthew 5:45).

Practical Application: Have the children list the things that God has provided for people to live on the earth: air, sunshine, rain, fruit trees, etc. Have the children describe ways that they could be kind to a new boy or girl at school or in the children’s meeting.  How can they be kind to other children or grown-ups that come to their house?

Song suggestion:  BSS God’s Design CD #9 (“God is so good”)

Lesson 37: God is Severe (Strict)

Note 1: This lesson should be taught after the lesson on “God is Kind”. The lesson is necessary for the children to understand that God means what He says in His word, especially about consequences.
Note 2: The practical applications provided in the lesson are offered as suggestions to help the saints in their preparation. They are not meant to direct or limit the ways in which the focus of the lesson can be applied. The saints are encouraged to pray and contact the Lord to receive His burden and guidance in teaching and applying the lesson. Fellowship with other saints, and inquiring of the children themselves, may also bring out many helpful applications.
Level One:

Verse:
“Behold then the kindness and severity of God…” (Romans 11:22).

Focus:
God is both kind and severe (strict). When God says something He means it. God has His way that He wants things done. We must follow God’s way and not our own way.

Practical Application: Children must follow the way their parents want things done in their home. Children cannot leave their clothes wherever they want, they must put them in the closet. They cannot draw with crayons wherever they want or speak improperly to their parents or stay up as late as they want. Even though their parents love them and are kind to them, the parents will not be okay (flexible) with their children doing things that are forbidden. When children do something that is forbidden the parents will not ignore it, but they will be severe, very strict, about the rules.
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