THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY

CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON

DATE: May 15, 2016
SUBJECT: THE PERSON AND LIFE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST: The Betrayal and Arrest of the Lord Jesus (Part 2 of 2)
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 26:31-56; Mark 14:27-52; Luke 22:39-54; John 18:1-11
AIM: To help the children to see (1) that the Lord Jesus took the Father’s will to die on the cross for the sins of the whole world and (2) that to watch and pray strengthens us to withstand temptation.

MEMORY VERSES TO CHOOSE FROM: Luke 22:42b (…yet, not My will, but Yours be done.); Matthew 26:41a (Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation.); 1 Corinthians 10:13 (No temptation has taken you except that which is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow that you be tempted beyond what you are able, but will, with the temptation, also make the way out, that you may be able to endure it.)
SUGGESTED SONGS: 8 (I Want to Live for Jesus); 174 (When Ugly Satan Knocks On My Heart’s Door); 102 (There is a Name I Love to Hear); 151 (We Love Him); 173 (To the Foe My Word is Always “No”); 3119 (How You Suffered Lord); 73 (Alphabet Chorus); 9044 BSS Go Jesus Song 25 (He Came Serving); 5215 BSS Matthew Vol. 2, Song 31 (Oh, What a Dismal Night)
APPROACH: If someone treated you in an unrighteous and unfair way, what would you do? Would you say something or say nothing? 
CONTENT: In a prior lesson, we heard about how the chief priests and elders were jealous and wanted to kill the Lord Jesus. In addition, one of the Lord’s disciples, Judas Iscariot, was greedy and accepted money to betray the Lord. This week, we will hear more about how the Lord Jesus was unjustly treated.

· Warning the Disciples. After establishing the Lord’s supper (the bread and cup), the Lord Jesus and His disciples went to the Mount of Olives. The Lord Jesus knew that it was near the time for Him to die. He wanted to prepare His disciples by warning them about what would happen. The Lord Jesus told them, You will all be stumbled because of Me this night, for it is written, “I will smite the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.” This meant that the disciples would all be driven off and separated as a result of the Lord being taken away from them. The Lord also told His disciples, “But after I have been raised, I will go before you into Galilee.” He would be raised from the dead, resurrected. One of the disciples, Peter, did not agree with what the Lord said about being scattered. He was confident that he would be strong for the Lord and not be stumbled like other people. Peter answered and said to the Lord, “If all will be stumbled because of You, I will never be stumbled.” The Lord knew, however, that Peter would not be as strong as he thought. The Lord warned Peter, “Truly I say to you that in this night, before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” Peter still did not think he would ever deny the Lord. Peter said to the Lord, “Even if I must die with You, I will by no means deny You.” And all the disciples also said the same thing. 
· In the Garden of Gethsemane. On the Mount of Olives there was a special garden where the Lord Jesus often prayed, Gethsemane. The Lord told the disciples to sit while he went to pray. This night as He prayed, He was exceedingly sorrowful and in such agony of suffering that an angel came to strengthen Him. He told His heavenly Father that although He did not want to go to the cross, He did not want to do His own will, but His Father’s. While the Lord was suffering alone in prayer, the disciples went to sleep. The Lord woke them from sleep three times but each time they fell asleep again. He told them to pray and watch with Him, but they could not do it.

· Arrested. Judas, the false disciple, had accepted money and betrayed the Lord. Now, in the garden, suddenly a great crowd of people came to Jesus with swords and clubs. They had been sent from the chief priests and elders to arrest Jesus and they were led by Judas. Judas had agreed to identify Jesus by kissing Him on the cheek in a friendly way. After Judas kissed the Lord they seized Him. Peter then tried to defend the Lord by striking the slave of the high priest with a sword. But the Lord told Peter to put his sword away—He could have prayed to the Father and He would have immediately received more than twelve legions of angels to help Him, but He would not do it, so that the Scriptures would be fulfilled and we could be redeemed. He willingly allowed them to seize and arrest Him, and to bind Him and lead Him away to His trial and judgment. Then all His disciples left Him and ran away.

SUGGESTED APPLICATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM:
· The Lord was willing to die on the cross for us. Ask the children: How did the Lord behave when the people came to arrest Him? How did the Lord react when Peter tried to defend Him and cut off the ear of a slave of the high priest? The Lord Jesus did not try to hide or escape from the hands of those who came to arrest Him, nor did He resist them or fight back. He willingly gave Himself over to them when they came to Him, for He had already determined that He would take His Father’s will, which was to die on the cross. He even healed the slave whose ear was cut off. What a loving Savior we have, willingly suffering and giving His life for us. 
· We need to watch and pray. Because of His prayer to the Father, the Lord was strong and courageous in the time of His trials, including His cruel betrayal and His unjust arrest. In contrast, the disciples did not pray; they slept. So, when trouble came, they could not stand. Eventually they all left the Lord Jesus and ran away. When we pray we are strengthened just like the Lord was. It is important to establish a habit of prayer, especially in the morning before we start our day. We can give our day to the Lord and ask Him to strengthen us for the day and keep us from all the temptations around us.
Adapted from the Church in New York City’s Children’s Meeting lessons: 10/7/84; 10/27/91; 11/22/92; 6/08/97; 6/1/03; 11/14/04; 5/10/09; 5/15/11
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