THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY

CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON
DATE: June 19, 2016
SUBJECT: THE PERSON AND LIFE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST: The Crucifixion and Death of the Lord Jesus Christ (Part 2 of 2) 
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 27:45-66; Mark 15:33-47; Luke 23:44-56; John 19:25-42

AIM: For the children to see that the Lord Jesus willingly paid the highest price for man’s redemption; He bore God’s judgment for our sins and died as our substitute.
SUGGESTED MEMORY VERSES TO CHOOSE FROM: John 3:16 (For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that everyone who believes into Him would not perish, but would have eternal life.); John 15:13 (No one has greater love than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.); 2 Corinthians 5:21a (Him who did not know sin He made sin on our behalf…); 1 Peter 2:24 (Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having died to sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed.)
SUGGESTED SONGS: 52 (God Is Always Near Me); 54 (God Knows Everything); 73 (Alphabet Chorus); 87 (‘Tis Simple As Can Be); 146 (I Want The Lord To Have The First Place); 5215 BSS Matthew Vol. 2 - Song 31 (Oh, What a Dismal Night); 3119 (How You Suffered, Lord); 151 (We Love Him Because He First Loved Us); 191 (This Little Light Of Mine)
Note to teachers: Please consider how much detail to give depending on the particular age group. Some details concerning the Lord’s suffering should be intentionally omitted for younger children. Instead, we can say that the Lord was “badly hurt” or “badly treated” without the details of what the soldiers did, as some young children may be unnecessarily scared by the details. In addition, some concepts are difficult to understand and can be omitted: For example, the Lord Jesus, who had never known one moment of separation from His God and Father for all eternity, was separated from and forsaken by God during those three hours. 
BACKGROUND: Last week’s lesson covered the suffering of the Lord Jesus during the first three hours on the cross. The Lord Jesus’ sufferings during this time were physical (in His body) and psychological (in His soul). Physically, He suffered the pain of the crucifixion in His hands and feet; a crown of thorns had been put on His head; His back had been scourged; His face had been beaten and slapped; His mouth was parched and dry. He suffered in His soul from the people’s mocking and scorn. He was so humiliated that He felt as low as a worm and He suffered the shame of having His clothes taken away from Him.
CONTENT: The Lord’s Sufferings during the Second Three Hours on the Cross
Jesus Being Judged by God. While the Lord Jesus was on the cross, at the sixth hour (noon), it became dark all over the land until the ninth hour (3 p.m.). Twelve noon should be the brightest time of day, but darkness was all over the land because this was a sign that something of great significance was happening in the universe. [The following portion can be omitted for younger children: At the ninth hour, Jesus cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Jesus, who had never known one moment of separation from His God and Father for all eternity, was separated from and forsaken by God during those three hours. God had forsaken His beloved Son at that time because He took the place of sinners and all the sins and iniquities of the whole world were laid upon Him.] The Lord Jesus had taken on the sins of the whole world and suffered God’s judgment. The Lord was thirsty and said, “I thirst.” Immediately someone ran, took a sponge and soaked it with vinegar. Then he put it on a reed and gave it to Him to drink. This was offered to the Lord in a mocking way to quench His thirst.

After bearing all of God’s judgment for the sins of the whole world, Jesus finished His work on the cross. Having fulfilled His Father’s will, He cried out in a loud voice, “It is finished!” and then again cried out with a loud voice and yielded up His spirit saying, “Father, into your hands I commit My spirit.” And saying this, He died. 

The Effect of His Crucifixion. When the Lord Jesus died, several unusual and amazing things happened. His death on our behalf was a great event in the universe. The veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. The tombs were opened and many saints were raised. When the Roman centurion and those with him guarding Jesus saw the things that happened, they became very afraid, saying, “Truly this was the Son of God.” They knew this was not an ordinary person. Many women who had followed Jesus from Galilee and had ministered to Him were also looking on from a distance. 
It was already evening and the Sabbath was approaching, so the Jews asked Pilate to have the legs of Jesus and the two criminals broken. (They did this to cause a speedy death which occurred once the legs were broken and could not support the person’s weight.) However, when the soldiers came to Jesus they did not need to break His legs because, to their surprise, He had already died. But to be absolutely positive that Jesus was dead, and out of brutal cruelty, one of the soldiers thrust his spear into Jesus’ side. Immediately blood and water came out. 

Buried by a Rich Man. After Jesus died, two disciples who loved Him very much (Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus) came to Pilate and asked him for the body of Jesus. They wanted to bury Jesus in an honorable way, and indeed they did. Though He was born in a poor manger, He was not buried in a poor way. He was buried in a special grave, in a new tomb that Joseph had prepared for himself, a great rock that had been hollowed out with much difficulty. They carefully wrapped His precious body in a clean linen cloth and put fragrant spices around it. Finally, an extremely large stone was rolled in front of the cave and they went away. And Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the grave.
The wicked chief priests and Pharisees remembered that Jesus had said, “After three days I will arise.” Because they were afraid that Jesus’ disciples would come and steal away His body and tell everyone that He had risen from the dead, the Pharisees asked Pilate for guards to watch the grave until the third day. Pilate granted their wish, so they were given at least two guards to seal His grave and keep watch over it for the remainder of the three days.

APPLICATION: 

Although the physical pain and the shame inflicted upon the Lord Jesus was a great suffering, it was not His greatest suffering. A much greater suffering was the pain caused by God’s judgment upon Him as He willingly suffered for the sins of the entire world (including ours) and was thus forsaken by God. Because of His obedience to God and His love to man, the Lord Jesus paid the highest price in order for us to be forgiven and redeemed. Now we can come close to God and even become a child of God!

Adapted from the Church in New York City’s Children’s Meeting lessons: 1/27/85; 12/7/92; 7/6/97; 7/6/03; 12/12/04; 6/21/09; 6/19/11
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